#2.

#3.

PARTICULAR NORMS FOR THAILAND
DECREE NUMBER 1
Promulgation
of Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Thailand’s Decrees.
CANON 8
Particular laws are promulgated inthe manner determined by the
legislator; they begin to oblige one month from the date of promulgation, unless
a different period is prescribed in the law itself.
CANON 455
The manner of promulgation and the time they come into force are determined

by the Episcopal Conference.

In accordance with the prescription of canons 8#2 and 455#3, the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that the decrees enacted by the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, after recognition by the Apostolic See, are
promulgated through publication in the series “Official Document” of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference. In certain cases, another method of promulgation

may also be prescribed.

These decrees come into force one calendar month after the date affixed to the

decree of publication, unless, because of nature of the case, they bind at once, or



unless a shorter or longer interval has been specifically and expressly prescribed

in the decree itself.
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DECREE NUMBLE 2
Liturgy
Of the Hours for Permanent Deacons
CANON 276

#2. In order they can pursue this perfection:

3’ priests, and deacons aspiring to the priesthood, are obliged to carry out the liturgy of
the hours daily, in accordance with their own approved liturgical books; permanent

deacons are to recite that part of it determined by the Episcopal Conference.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 276 #2, 30, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that permanent deacons are obliged to pray

daily the Morning and Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours.
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DECREE NUMBER 3
Ecclesiastical Dress

CANON 284

Clerics are to wear suitable ecclesiastical dress, in accordance with the norms

established by the Conference of Bishops and legitimate local custom.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 284, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
Thailand hereby decrees that, without prejudice to the provisions of canon 288, clerics
are to dress one of the followings:

1) Cassock.

2) Clergyman.

3) A dignified outfit, sober in colour, with a clearly recognizable sing, namely

a cross designed and designated by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference

of Thailand.
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DECREE NUMBER 4
Term of office for Parish Priest
CANON 522
It is necessary that a parish priest have the benefit of stability, and therefore he is
to be appointed for an indeterminate period of time. The diocesan Bishop may appoint
him for a specified period of time only if the Conference of Bishops has by decree

allowed this.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 522, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that parish priests may be appointed for at least

a renewable five-year term.



=
nORHN 4
srezinanag AN 18919191974
W91 522 ludsaflunidnannaarldiuilsrlaadainmnuiliadesnn Al wiazdes
IHFunsusissslnalaidaninszazion wesdananailsryadanunnanausasaLa
o % ndl o P2 dl o ¥ = a6 ¥ O
A miuszaznaiiuuaaivasiisailaan nsz g lAeanngniewlF i

o dg/ v 1 ://
sl yingiu

Lﬁ@iﬁmmﬂé’mﬁungwm&mmmu%imrfm 522 ANTNTLRINTTAINDANLUILITZINA
ng Uszniednidnainnaataaslddunisusasannseay 5 1 Wuatinetias wazanaazlesy

weepe 1A 9m s laan



DECREE NUMBER 5
Other Registers
CANON 535
# 1. In each parish are to be parochial registers, that is, of baptisms, of marriages and
of deaths, and any other registers prescribed by the Conference of Bishops or by
the diocesan Bishop. The parish priest is to ensure that entries are accurately

made and that the registers are carefully preserved.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 535#1, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that in each parish there are to be
parochial registers, that is, of baptisms, of marriages, of deaths, of confirmations,

of Status Animarum, of Mass offerings and of account books.
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DECREE NUMBER 6
Permission
To Preach given to lay Persons
CANON 766
Lay persons may be allowed to preach in a church or oratory if in certain circumstances
it is necessary, or in particular cases it would be advantageous, according to the

provisions of the Conference of Bishops and without prejudice to canon 767#1.

In accordance with the prescription of canon 766, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that lay persons may be authorized by the
diocesan bishop to preach in churches or oratories on the following occasions, in
accord with canon 767:

1) when the faithful are gathered and there is no priest or deacon who can converse

in the language of the people;

2) when the Liturgy of the Word is celebrated without a priest or deacon;
3) when seminarians who have begun their studies in theology are sent to parishes

as part of their pastoral formation;

4) when certain circumstances require the participation of lay persons (financial
questions, special appeals, special circumstances);

5) when the diocesan bishop judges it opportune.
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DECREE NUMBER 7
Presentation Christian Teaching
On Radio or Television
CANON 772
#2. In expounding christian teaching on radio or television, the provision of
the Conference Bishops are to be observed.
CANON 831
#2. It is for the Conference of Bishops to lay down norms determining the requirements
for clerics and members of religious institutes to take part in radio and television

programmes which concern catholic doctrine or morals.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 772#2, the Catholic Bishops’
conference of Thailand hereby decrees that to expound Catholic teaching on
radio or television, the following provisions are to be observed:
1) only those programmes which have been explicitly recognized as “Catholic”
by the competent ecclesiastical authority shall be considered as Catholic;
2) The persons working in this field must be properly trained in mass media
communication and they will take account of:
- the diversity of the audiences and their various situations;
- the missionary and ecumenical dimensions of the proclamation of the
Gospel;
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- the status of the broadcasting companies;

3) before presentation Christian teaching on radio or television, the persons
working in this field will have been granted the permissions from his own
Ordinary; the Ordinary of the place of production and the Ordinary of the
place where it is
being broadcast;

4) the above mentioned norms are to be applied to everyone who takes part
in radio and television programmes which concern catholic doctrine or morals,

including lay persons, clerics and members of religious institutes.
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DECREE NUMBER 8
Norm
Concerning
The Arrangement of the Catechumenate

CANON 788

#3. Is 1s the responsibility of the Conference of Bishops to establish norms concerning
the arrangement of the catechumens and what should be their prerogatives.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 788#3, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Thailand hereby decrees that:

1) the catechumenate or its equivalent shall be established where necessary for adults
(cf. canon 852#1). A similar provision shall be made for school-age children
who have not yet been baptized;

2) only those persons who have received the liturgical rite of admission to the

catechumenate shall be considered as catechumens;

3) The various steps undertaken by the candidates shall be indicated. These acts shall
be signed by the candidate (s) and by the person who presided over the ceremony;
4) The candidate shall be integrated into a support group organized for this purpose, so

that the experience of ecclesial life can be experienced;

5) the prerogatives for the catechumens are the following :
a) to be allowed Church funeral rites;
b) to be imparted with blessings.
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DECREE NUMBER 9
Catholic Religious Education
in Schools
CANON 804

#1. The formation and education in the catholic religion provided in any school. and

through various means of social communication, is subject to the authority of the
Church.

It is for the Conference of Bishops to issue general norms concerning this field of

Activity and for the diocesan Bishop to regulate and watch over it.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 804, #1, the Catholic Bishops’

Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that to provide for the formation and

education in the catholic religion in catholic schools, the following provisions are

to be observed:

1) catholic school that have priests or religious on the staff must see that the
same priests or religious carry out the formation and instruction in the Catholic
Faith, and those responsible for the school take care that capable people teach
the catholic students regularly.

2) regarding the qualities of the capable lay teachers who teach the catholic
religion in the school must possess the certificate from the Catechetical

Centre, and they must be outstanding in true doctrine and uprightness of life.
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3) those responsible for the school are to arrange regular classes of religious

instruction for their catholic students and for non Catholic students, who freely
request it.

4) those responsible are to teach all their students in the spirit of the Gospel and

accord with the doctrine of the Magisterium of the Church.

21



NORHNI 9

v = a =
N7 N1 UTNAN AU ATNa AN lulgaiTeu

UNAFT 804 # 1 AN IENNTALINANHIAIEUIAMBAN U INEUU TAUNIUNILATRIN AR AT

NORTUANT)  FRlusesuIaTeanszaaudng untihnaesaninsedan
.dl v o aI/ nﬂl v a v dgj [~ ¥ dl
MINIZAANVRNTNLRANI 11Jmmﬂm@mmmqmummmﬂwmmm

% o dl -dl dp v
WITRIN I T 724 IAIUNDINAN AT AU ANA WA FRIL IR

e liaenAReInUNYUUIENIZANAUINTNINGY 804 # 1 ANTNTTAINIITANNANLYIS

ﬂﬁ‘tmﬂi‘ﬂﬂ tlszniean ﬂ’]ﬁ‘ﬁ/ﬂm_lﬁ‘llLL@%iﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂE’]ﬂ’?’&uﬂﬂqﬂﬂaﬂluti\‘ig‘ﬂuﬁi’]\ﬂ ABN

-8

a Z// PG o t;/
AMAANTIY TDNAANINT A9l

= a Qlld ¢ A o | Y a ¢ A o
1) IaeFsuAmeAnN NN rassiiTatinuaTi Uiz wevasshizatinuaT
?/ v 4 Adl a % o % v A
HuAelinI9UIN  LAZABUAYNITAAINDANARLFNLBILAZFADY FUHA
TALAR IHHNANATNNINADUAIADUINITIUAINDANAEINIANLANS

2) AZANEDUNIINNATIATABUITAIANALIATMDAN luTseFeuiusiasians

£
v o

A
ANLF ANUAD

- lasuludszniatiaiinsanagutdanant

1 cﬂl ¥ o dl Y Aa
- AU IR ANARUN LTI
- HTIANDRF I

3) fFuraneulnzaudesdnliinisaeunasuluduEsulinuin Gaun

dameaanusaiaslazauiag

v a Adl £ o a vala s
4) ARt Nﬁ‘ﬁ@‘LIEL‘LlLi‘ﬂQﬂ’]ﬁ‘@@uﬁl@ﬂ@‘ﬂuu%‘ﬂ’]uﬂ Lﬁ‘?;luem&l"ﬂﬁ] ANTNILUBNNT S

17ANTUAL I ARAARBNTLINITANRATTUIUNINTIBINTZANAUANT (Magisterium)

22



DECREE NUMBEL 10
Manner of Conferring Baptism
CANON 854
Baptism is to be conferred cither by immersion or by pouring, in accordance with the

provisions of the Conference of Bishops.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 854, the Catholic Bishops’

Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that baptism is to be conferred by pouring. If

immersion is desired permission must be had from the Bishop of the place of baptism.
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DECREE NUMBER 11
Preparation and Investigation
Before Marriage
CANON 1067
The Conference of Bishops is to lay down norms concerning the questions to be asked
of the parties, the publication of marriage banns, and the other appropriate means of
enquiry to be carried out before marriage. Only when he has carefully observed these

norms may the parish priest assist at a marriage.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1067, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that the followings are to be observed
before assisting at a marriage:

1) use the investigation form prescribed by the Bishops” Conference of Thailand.

2) the investigation must be done at least one month before the marriage.

3) the marriage banns are to be published on at least two Sundays consecutively,
even in the case of marriages between Catholics and non-Catholics, and also
in cases of validation of marriage, unless there is sufficient reason for doing
otherwise, but this decision is at the discretion of the Bishop of the place

where the parties have domicile.
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DECREE NUMBER 12
Minimum age for Marriage

CANON 1083

#2. The Conference of Bishops may establish a higher age for the lawful celebration of

marriage.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1083 #2, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that the minimum age for a lawful
marriage before the Catholic Church in Thailand shall be 17 years complete for
both parties.

In particular cases, the local Ordinary may dispense from this decree after having

consulted with the pastor (s) of the Catholic party or parties ( cf. canon 88).
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DECREE NUMBER 13
Declarations and Promises

in case of Mixed Marriage

CANON 1126
It is for the Conference of Bishops to prescribe the manner in which these declarations
and promises, which are always required, are to be made, and to determine how they
are to be established in the external forum, and how the non-catholic party is to be

informed of them.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1126, the Catholic Bishops’

Conference of Thailand hereby decrees as follows:

1)  the Catholic party is to declare that he or she is prepared to remove dangers
of defecting from the faith, and is to make a sincere promise to do all in his or
her power in order that all the children be baptized and brought up in the
Catholic Church, the manner of these declarations are to be made in writing
before the parish or his delegated priest;

2)  the other party is to be informed in good time of these promises to be made by
the Catholic party, so that it is certain that he or she is truely aware of the

promise and of the obligation of the Catholic party, he or she is to sign the name

29



before the parish priest or his delegated priest showing he or she recognizes
the declaration and promise of the catholic party;

both parties are to be instructed about the purposes and essential properties

of marriage by the parish priests or the person duly delegated;

the above mentioned norms are to be applied also the case of disparity of

worship.
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DECREE NUMBER 14

Holy Days of Obligation

CANON 1246

# 2. However, the Conference of Bishops may, with the prior approval of the Apostolic

See, suppress certain holy days of obligation or transfer them to a Sunday.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1246#2, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that the holy days of obligation to be
observed in Thailand are : all Sundays of the year, Christmas day. The feasts of
the Epiphany, the Ascension of Christ, the Body and Blood of Christ, the
Assumption, the feast of the Apostles SS. Peter and Paul, and the feast of all

Saints are transferred to the Sundays following.

The other feasts listed in canon 1246#1 will not be observed as holy days of
obligation : the feast of Mary the Mother of God, the Immaculate Conception

and the feast of St.Joseph.

N.B. If the feast of Mary the Mother of God, the Immaculate Conception and the feast of St.Joseph are transferred to

the Sunday following, the will coincide with other Feasts and with a Sunday of lent.
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DECREE NUMBER 15

Fast and Abstinence

CANON 1253

The Conference of Bishops can determine more particular ways in which fasting and
abstinence are to be observed. In place of abstinence or fasting it can substitute, in

whole or in part, other forms of penance, especially works of charity and exercises of

piety.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1253, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Thailand hereby decrees the other forms of penance to take the place of abstinence
or fasting as follows :

1)  doing other acts of devotion, such as the Way of the Cross, visiting the
Blessed Sacrament, saying the Rosary;
2)  performing acts of charity, such as giving alms, visiting the sick;
3)  abstaining from food or from something we usually enjoy doing e.g., abstaining

from alcoholic drinks or from smoking.
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DECREE NUMBER 16
Collections

CANON 1265

#2.  The Conference of Bishops can draw up rules regarding collections, which must
be observed by all. Including those from their foundation are called and are

“mendicants”

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1265#2, the Catholic Bishops’

Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that the following norms on fundraising must

be observed:

1)  all private juridical or physical persons must have the written permission of their
own Ordinary and of the local Ordinary;

2)  in seeking permissions both from their own Ordinary and the local Ordinary, the
purpose, the means, the time and place must be put in writing with the request;

3)  those who requested have to send a report of the collection to their proper
Ordinaries if they are of diocesan right;

4)  these norms are not to be applied to mendicant religious, unless they wish to

collect money for purposes other than their sustenance
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DECREE NUMBER 17
Acts of Extraordinary

Administration

CANON 1277

In carrying out acts of administration which, in the light of the financial situation of the
diocese, are of major importance, the diocesan Bishop must consult the finance
committee and the college of consultors. For acts of extraordinary administration,
exceot in cases expressly provided for in the universal law or stated in the documents
of foundation, the diocesan Bishop needs the consent of the committee and of the
college of consultors. It is for the Conference of Bishops to determine what are to be

regarded as acts of extraordinary administration.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1277, the Catholic Bishops’

Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that the following acts of administration

will be considered as acts of extraordinary administration and therefore will be

subject to the limitations of canons which regulate such acts :

1)  acts which, according to the prescriptions of the Code of Canon Law,
require the approval or the advice of certain groups or advisors;

2)  acts of alienation of property, which include : sale of church land and
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buildings, entering into long-term loans or mortgages bonds or debentures,

transfer of corporate ownership to lay boards (these acts are also subject
to the limitations of canon 1292 ss);
acts which endanger the patrimony of a juridical person (these acts are also
subject to the limitations of canon 1292ss);
acceptance or refusal of an inheritance, a bequest, a donation or foundation

because of long-term obligations;

leasings or renting properties for longer than six years (these acts are
also subject to the prescriptions of canon 1297);

purchasing of real estate;

opening of a cemetery;

construction of new buildings or extensive repairs on old buildings;

establishment of a school or institution.
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#1.

#2.

#3.

#4.

DECREE NUMBER 18

Alienation of Church Property

CANON 1292

Without prejudice to the provision of canon 638#3, when the amount of the
goods to be alienated is between the minimum and maximum sums to be
established by the Conference of Bishops for its region, the competent authority
in the case of juridical persons not subject to the diocesan Bishop is determined
by the juridical person’s own statutes. In other cases, the competent authority is

the diocesan Bishop acting with the consent of the finance committee, of the

college of consultors, and of any interested parties. The diocesan Bishop needs
the consent of these same persons to alienate goods which belong to the diocese
itself.

The permission of the Holy See also is required for the valid alienation of goods
whose value exceeds the maximum sum, or if it is a question of the alienation of
something given to the Church by reason of a vow, or of objects which are
precious by reason of their artistic or historical significance.

When a request is made to alienate goods which are divisible, the request must
statewhat parts have already been alienated; otherwise, the permission is in valid.

Those who must give advice about or consent to the alienation of goods are not

to give this advice or consent until they have first been informed precisely both

4



about the economic situation of the juridical person whose goods it is proposed

to alienate and about alienations which have already taken place.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1292, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that for selling the goods in amounts of

Less than 500,000 Bant (US $ 20,000), the diocesan Bishop may carry out these
acts on his own. Acts between 500,000 Baht (US $ 20,000) and 25,000,000 Baht
(US $ 1,000,000) : the diocesan Bishop needs the consent of the Finance
Committee and the College of Consultors. Acts over 25,000,000 Baht (US $
1,000,000) : the consent of the Holy See is also required before the transaction

can be validly concluded.
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DECREE NUMBER 19
Leasing of Ecclesiatical

Immovable Property

CANON 1297
It is the duty of the Conference of Bishops, taking into account the local circumstances,
to determine norms about the leasing of ecclesiastical goods, especially about

permission to be obtained from the competent ecclesiastical authority.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1297, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Thailand hereby decrees that the following norms shall be observed when it is
question of leasing or renting ecclesiastical goods:

1)  The leasing of ecclesiastical property, when the lease extends over a period of six
years, constitutes an act of extraordinary administration, and is subject to the
prescriptions of canon 1277, or, in the case of institutes of consecrated life, of
canon 638#1.

2)  Any leasing or renting of ecclesiastical property should be done in writing,
observing all applicable civil and particular laws.

3)  Normally, the Church property shall not be leased for less than the current
comparable rates. If, however, in particular circumstances, the property is to be
leased for less than these rates, the written permission of the Ordinary is to be
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obtained beforehand, except in the case of institutes of consecrated life of
pontifical right where permission of the major superior shall be obtained.

If the total amount of rent to be paid exceeds the maximum amount determined
for the region for acts of alienation of ecclesiastical goods. and if the leases has a
duration of more than nine years, the permission of the Holy See is also to be

obtained beforehand.
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#2.

DECREE NUMBER 20
Lay Judges in Ecclesiastical

Tribunals

CANON 1421

The Episcopal conference can permit that lay persons also be appointed judges.

Where necessity suggests, one of these can be chosen in forming a college of

judges.

In accordance with the prescription of canon 1421#2, the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that where it is opportune to do so, lay
person who have the necessary qualifications as outlined in the law, may be

appointed judges in Church courts, to be part of a Collegial Tribunal.
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#1.

#2.

#3.

#4.

DECREE NUMBLE 21
One Judge in Matrimonial Cases

CANON 1425

The following matters are reserved to a collegiate tribunal of three of three
judges, any contrary custom being reprobated:
1° contentious cases:
a) concerning the bond of sacred ordination;
b) concerning the bond of marriage, without prejudice to the provisions of
canon 1686;
2’ penal cases:
a) for offences which can carry the penalty of dismissal from the clerical
state;
b) concerning the imposition or declaration of an excommunication.
The Bishop can entrust the more difficult cases or those of greater importance to
the judges.
The judicial Vicar is to assign judges in order by rotation to hear the individual
cases, unless in particular cases the Bishop has decided otherwise.
In a trial at first instance, if it should happen that it is impossible to constitute a
college of judges, the Episcopal Conference can for as long as the impossibility
persists, permit the Bishop to entrust cases to a sole clerical judge. Where

possible, the sole judge is to associate with himself an assessor and an audior.
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#5.

One judges have been designated, the judicial Vicar is not to replace them,

except for a very grave reason, which must be expressed in a decree.

In accordance with the prescriptions of canon 1425, the Catholic Bishop’
Conference of Thailand hereby decrees that when it is not possible to constitute a
Collegial Tribunal of three judges in first instance for the adjudication of
marriage nullity cases, the case may be entrusted to one clerical judge, who,

where possible, shall be assisted by an assessor and an auditor.
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