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1. Excursion : Horizons of Jerusalem
2. Visit Lithostrotos

3. Excursion: Temple Mount, City of David and David-
son Center

4. Visit Franciscan Family Center and Bethlehem Uni-
versity

5. Visit Nativity Church & Jerome’s Cave
6. Visti David’s Citadel , Israel Museum

7. Negev Desert , Reflection en route. “Widnerness
in the Bible-Settled to Desert” Mamshit (Nabatteans)
Access to a canyon in the Wilderness forSilence

8. Visit Tel Be’er Sheva-Bib lical Beersheba —Reflection: “The Land of Abraham”

— 9. Overlook at Ben Gurion’s Grave and walk into Ein Avdat, Visit

PV i

.1,,‘!4“'_
=< f 3': 10. Excursion: Ein Karem, visit church of Visitation, church of St.

13. Four quarters —Old City and Western Wall Tunnels
14. Visit Yad VaShem Museum - Children’s momorial
15. Eucharist with Hebrew speaking Catholic community

16. Galilee via the Jordan Valley , Nazareth-Visit the Basilica of the Anunciation, visit Zippori, City of Dan,
visit the Nature Reserve:walk to the Dan River, remembering our Baptismal Promisesat a Source of the
Jordan

17. Visit the Excavations at Caesarea Philippi : The shrine of Pan and
Sources of the Jordan River.

18. Capernaum: Visit the Eccavations of the Ancient Synagogue & the
House of Peter

19. Mt of Beatitudes , visit the church of the Primacy of Peter , the church §
of the Loaves and Fishes (Tapgha)

20. Nof Ginosar Museum and Ancient Boat , Boat journey on the Sea of
Galilee

21. Visit Aba Gosh: Benedictine Abbey of the Resurrection
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Dome of the Rock

The Dome of the Rock is a Mus- & :
in Jerusalem in AD 691. The Dome |
area that takes up a significant por- ”
ah in the heart of Jerusalem. The [#&

fact that it is built over the highest

5\» of the Rock is part of a larger Muslim holy
. '1*;"1, tion of what is also known as Mount Mori-

= |l Dome of the Rock gets its name from the

is where Jews and 1 Christians believe Abraham

was prepared to offer his son

Isaac as a § sacrifice to God

N 22:1-14)

F i

(Genesis &




The City of David and Water system

The City of David was built on a hill of hard limestone, in which underground water created karstic
caves. The Gihon Spring, the only source of water of the city, emerges in the Kidron Valley, east of the City of
David. It is mentioned many times in the Bible, e.g., its location in the valley east of t he city (Il Chronicles
33:14); the anointing of Solomon as King of Israel (I Kings 1:35, 45). It made the founding of the City of David
possible, and sustained its existence for thousands of years. The spring emerged in a cave on the eastern slope
of the City of David above the Kidron Valley, and from there water flowed into the valley, watering the ter-
raced, agricultural plots on the slope of the City of David. This area is called in the Bible the “King’s Garden”
(IT Kings 25:4; Jeremiah 52:7; Nehemiah 3:15). Today, the bed of the Kidron Valley is filled with 15 m. of
erosion and debris, which have accumulated over the millennia. During the Second Temple period, a vault was
built over the spring, to which one could descend via a long staircase. Water flowed from the spring along
Hezekiah’s Tunnel to the Siloam Pool, (John 9:7) which is located in the low, southern part of the Tyropoeon
Valley, west of the City of David.

Three waterworks, fed by the Gihon spring, were carved into the rock beneath the City of David in

antiquity and they are the most complex and advanced of any known from Biblical cities. The systems were

S planned in dif- & W ferent periods, served varied purposes and functioned in distinct ways. All

water systems were in operation simultaneously in the First Temple peri-
e g | od, and each contributed to the efficiency of the city’s water supply.
= W Bme They also attest to the efforts of the kings of ancient Jerusalem

to guarantee the water supply in time of siege.

e,
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The House of David

The House of David

Tribe of Judah
2 Samuel 31
“Miow thera was a war babweaean the housa of Saul and the housa of Daved:
and David grew sircnger, bul the house of Saul grew weaker continually,”
Salmon + Rahab the harlot: Caananite
e [ L —

Tabernacle of David is anti-type of Church: ¥ | EmeeE
5 il rebusi the tabamacs of Divid which hus falien, Boaz 4+ Ruth the Moabite Eo e s

.
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Franciscan Family Center Bethlehem
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Contemplation and Conversation

The Question: What does it mean for me, coming from a place that I call home, to be a guest of this land

. . i 1 3 1
and its peoples? Concluding moment : Exodus 3:1-5”..3909a304911000 1Ns1za@0 UM uﬁu@ggﬂuﬁmuﬁ

naans” Take off your shoes. This place you’re standing. It’s holy ground
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(Synagogue) 39191 1)@y JahnmuazaAnudnyvesnansssu wrhnnay

* A Jewish “church” is called a synagogue, shul or temple

* A synagogue is a place of worship and study, and a
“town hall”
* Synagogues are run by laypeople and financed by

membership dues

YTLIL] e K
* There are several important ritual items found in the | 1'_'F|H A4

By i

synagogue .
W s

» Non-Jews may visit a synagogue, but dress and should P
behave appropriately

» The Temple is the ancient center of Jewish worship

where sacrifices were performed

oian e
any? P
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nziansrgisinW (Negev)

The Negev is a desertand semidesert region of southern Israel. The region’s largest city and administra-
tive capital is Beersheba (pop. 196,000), in the north. At its southern end is the Gulf of Agaba and the resort

cityof Eilat. It contains several development towns, including Dimona, Arad and Mitzpe Ramon, as well as a

number of small Bedouin cities, including Rahatand Tel as-Sabi. There are also several kibbutzim.
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Arad in the Bible and Egyptian Sources '
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s : in the Negeb, heard that lsral was coming
; r: mefglc:fl :thanm. he fought against Israel, and ook some of therm Caplive

The King of Arad appears in the list of Canaanite kinps vanauished b b Bin-Nun
during the conquest of the Land of lsrael (Joshua Ir?lﬁ 4 }.".En mouh&nrpif.:r-.n qn‘{'n'.u.-'
the Ke!ule tribe which settled in Arad, as is stated: *And the descendants of the Kente
Moses' father-in-law, went up with the people of Judah from the city of palms into the
wilderness of ]udah,l which lies in the Negeb near Arad.” (Judges 1:16). In an imscription
uncovered in the city of Kamak, Egypt, Arad appears in a list of cities subjugated by
Pharaoh Shishak, king of Egypt, in the year 925 B.C.E, The locales ancient name - “Tel
Avad® - has been preserved amang the Arabs ta this day.
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i7) The Well

Thi well was Cons

yructed towards the end
T o lime of the Judean Kingdom, at the
conter of the Canaanite waler reservoir, to
. depth of 52.5 feet, The wells waler was
wansported to the distant fortress using pack
snimals. During the Herodian period (first

entury B.C.E.), the well was renovated and
wvetal plastered storage pools - some equipped
with troughs - were constructed nearhy.
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Noumerous spring at the southern opening of the canyon emply into deep pools in a series of waterfalls. The
water emerges from the rock layers with salt-tolerant plants like Poplar trees and Atriplexes growing nearby
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The Sermon on the Mount is the sermon that Jesus gave in Matthew chapt

s 5-7. Matthew 5:1-2 is the
reason it is known as the Sermon on the Mount: “Now when He saw the crowds, ;
He went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to Him, and He

began to teach them...” The Sermon on the Mount is the most famous sermon Jesus

ever gave,perhaps the most famous sermon
ever given by anyone. Matthew 7:28-29
concludes the Sermon on the Mount with the
following statement: “When Jesus had finished
saying these things, the crowds were amazed
at His teaching, because He taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.” May we all
continue to be amazed at His teaching and follow the principles that He taught in the Sermon on the Mount!
Wednesday &

7F00-815  Breakfast
8.30-9.30 Gospel of Matthew.
Break

5.30-9.45

945 =1045 Goapal of Matthew,
10.45-11.15 Break

11151215  Gospel of Matthew.
12.30 Lunch at Ecca Homo

FREE
16.00 - 17.00 Feasta of Shavuol'and Pentecost DI
17.00-17.15 Break
17.16-18.15 Feasis of Shavoot and Pentocost
18.00 Dinner at Ecce Homo

Shavuot in the Tanach (Hebrew Bible/ Old Testament)
NEMIAHTVIURA09 LT
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The Church of the Visitation in Ein Karem, Israel, honors the vis-
it paid by the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus, to Elizabeth, the mother
of John the Baptist. (Luke 1:39-56) This is the site where tradition tells us

that Mary recited her song of praise, the Magnificat, one of the most

ancient Marian hymns.
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Named for the “Our Father” prayer (Latin: Pater Noster), the Church of the Pater Noster stands on the
traditional site inJerusalem where Jesus taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer. Emperor Constantine built a
church over a cave here in 4th century, and this has been partially reconstructed. Plaques in the cloister bear the
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Mount of Olives is the hill facing the old city of Jerusalem, on the eastern side of Kidron valley. Its
name came from the olive trees that once grew on its hillside from ancient times. According to Jewish tradition,
the Messiah will appear here and bring the dead back to life. Therefore, the hillside became the most holiest
cemetery, and the hillside is covered by thousands of grave stones.

In the New Testament, Jesus often travelled over the Mount of Olives on the 40-minute walk from the
Temple to Bethany. He also went there to pray or to rest. He went down the mount on his triumphal entry to
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, on the way weeping over the city’s future destruction (Luke 19:29-44).

In a major address to his disciples on the mount, he foretold his Second Coming (Matthew 24:27-31).
He prayed there with his disciples the night before he was arrested (Matthew 26:30-56). And he ascended into
heaven from there (Acts 1:1-12).




Tomb’s Mary ,Jerusalem

The New Testament says nothing about the death and burial of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, but a strong
Christian tradition places her tomb in a dimly-lit church at the foot of the Mount of Olives.The large crypt con-
taining the empty tomb in the Church of the Assumption is all that remains of an early Sth-century church,
making it possibly the oldest near-complete religious building in Jerusalem.

The location of the Tomb of Mary is across the Kidron Valley from St Stephen’s Gate in the Old City

walls of Jerusalem, just before Gethsemane.

®0001015M1HOYAN1Y

The Last Supper Room in Jerusalem, also known as Cenacle (upper room) is the room which memori-
alizes where Jesus is believed to have gathered to share his last supper with his disciples to celebrate the Pass-
over on the day of Pentecost, before his crucifixion shortly after. Jesus performed the Christian ceremony of
Eucharist by breaking his break and telling his disciples to break their bread and drink their wine as a represen-

tation of his flesh and blood to commemorate him during the Last Supper.




Seesion 1 Introduction to the Eastern and Oriental Churches
I.Genesis and Developments of the Churches in the East

1.Genesis of the diversities

2.Genesis of the division

3.Four families of Churches

II. Churches in Jerusalem and the Holy Land
1.Churches present in Jerusalem and in the Holy Land
2.Some statistics

3.Important historical events and factors and their

influence on the Churches of Jerusalem

Session II Contemplation & Conversation “Listening to God’s Love”
The question: How have I experienced the voice of God in these first two weeks?

How has God spoken to me?

- through the Biblical text?
- through the people I have encountered
- through the Land itself?

wtfunguedoy
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Western Wall Tunnels (9Taoariuwodsingaci=3cin)

The tour of the western wall tunnels is one of the most popular tourist sites in Jerusalem. These under-
ground tunnels connect the western wall prayer area to the north-west side of the temple mount, passing along
the side of the temple mount and under the present day houses in the Old City. Along its path are remains from
the second temple period, as well as structures from later periods.

The experience of walking along the tunnels is like taking a time machine back to the time of the second
temple. Don’t miss it!

The route of the tunnel tour starts from the entrance on the north side of the western wall prayer area,
and ends in Via Dolorosa(near station #1). Since there is a limit in the number of visitors that can join a tour,

an appointment should be made well in advance.




The Four Quarters of the Old City

The Old City of Jerusalem is
divided into four quarters:
1. Jewish Quarter
2. Muslim Quarter

3. Armenian Quarter

4. Christian Quarter

The Jewish Quarter is located
just west of the Western Wall .
The Jewish Quarter is a thriving
modern community with more
than 1,000 families. It has been
rebuilt out of the rubble that was
left from Jordanian occupation
of the area from 1948 until the
Six Day War of 1967. Since the
destruction was severe, the Jews
who returned to the Old City in
1967 excavated the quarter’s
archaeological remains first and
then built their city over, around
and beside the ancient discover-
ies. Today there are numerous
synagogues and schools for Jew-
ish studies, along with contem-
porary shops and restaurants up
and down the streets. The an-
cient Roman Cardo Street (135
AD) with its old Byzantine ba-
zaar (325 AD) has been pre-
served and is filled with trendy
new businesses that sell a wide
variety of items, including origi-

nal art work byMuslim Quarter.

The Muslim Quarter is the largest

and most populated of the four quarters
in the Old City. Developed by Herod the
Great, organized by the Christian Byz-
antineEmpire, and then occupied by the
Christian Crusaders, even this section is
full of Churches and Christian shrines.
The main streets, EI-Wad (which leads
to the Damascus Gate) and Via Doloro-
sa (which runs from the Lions Gate to
intersect El-Wad), are bazaars with
Muslim shopkeepers ready to sell the
Christian Pilgrim a plastic crucifix or ol-
ive wood nativity set. When Jesus
walked through these streets to his cru-
cifixion they were busy even then and
would have been filled with shops. Clos-
er to the Temple Mount (or as the Mus-
lims call it the Hara mesh-Sharif, mean-
ing “The Noble Sanctuary”), buildings
from the Mamelukes’ reconstruction of
the city from 1250 to 1516 can be seen.
This area today preserves some of the
fine medieval Islamic architecture.

Armenian Quarter The nation of Arme-
nia was the first nation to declare itself a
Christian nation. They did this in 301,

A

before the days of Constantine,
but Armenians had been living
in Jerusalem since 95 B.C.

The Armenian Quarter was
established on Mount Zion 301.
Right before the Crusader period
(1099-1187 A.D.) the Armenian
Quarter began to develop. It
reached its current size during
the Ottoman period (1517-

1917). Today the Armenian
“quarter” covers about one-sixth
of the Old City.

The wChristian Quarter is
the most visited quarter of the
Old City because it includes the
site of Jesus’ death, burial and
resurrection—the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher. This quarter is
cluttered with a seemingly end-
less cluster of churches and holy
sites whose roofs, domes and fa-
cades are built so close together
that they are undistinguishable.
The streets are filled with nar-
row storefronts leading into
shops that continue long narrow
paths to the back. The market
streets are noisy with modern
pilgrims and shopkeepers trying
to lure them into their stores.
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The name “Yad Vashem” is taken from a verse
in the Book of Isaiah: “Even unto them will I give in
my house and within my walls a place and a name
better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them
an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off” (Isaiah
56:5): « mﬂﬂﬁ'@umfﬁﬁuazumuﬁmmﬁh&u Turhu
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Naming the Holocaust memorial “yad vashem”
conveys the idea of establishing a national depository
for the names of Jewish victims who have no one to
carry their name after death. The original verse
referred to eunuchs who, although they could not have
children, could still live for eternity with the Lord.[1]
The aims of Yad Vashem are education, research and
documentation and commemoration. Yad Vashem
organizes professional development courses for
educators both in Israel and throughout the world;

develops age-appropriate study programs, curricula

and educational materials for Israeli and foreign

schools in order to teach students of all ages about the

Holocaust; holds exhibitions about the Holocaust;
collects the names of Holocaust victims;[11] collects
photos, documents and personal artifacts; and collects
Pages of Testimonymemorializing victims of the
Holocaust. Yad Vashem seeks to preserve the memo-
ry and names of the six million Jews murdered during
the Holocaust and the numerous Jewish communities
destroyed during that time. It holds ceremonies of
remembrance and commemoration; supports Holo-
caust research projects; develops and coordinates
symposia, workshops and international conferences;
and publishes research, memoirs, documents, albums
and diaries related to the Holocaust. Yad Vashem also
honors non-Jews who risked their lives to save Jews
during the Holocaust. .
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N35AFNAANT : Stations of
the Cross or the Way of the
Cross, also known as Way of
Sorrows or Via Crucis, refers to
a series of images depicting
Jesus Christ on the day of his
crucifixion and accompanying
prayers. The stations grew out of
imitations of Via Dolorosa in
Jerusalem which is believed to
the be the actual path Jesus
walked to Mount Calvary. The
object of the stations is to help
the Christian faithful to make a
spiritual  pilgrimage through
contemplation of the Passion of
Christ. It has become one of the
most popular devotions and the
stations can be found in most
Western Catholic as well as in a

number of  Anglican, Lutheran

and Methodist parishes.

The route of the Via Dolorosa begins
near the Lions’ Gate in the Muslim
Quarter and ends at the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre in the Christian Quarter,
covering 500 meters and incorporating
14 Stations of the Cross. Unfortunately,
the Via Dolorosa can prove a difficult
place for prayer and contemplation, as it
travels through busy streets lined with

snack bars and tourist shops.

Each of the 14 Stations of the
Cross along the Via Dolorosa is marked
with a plaque, but these small signs can
be difficult to spot. Probably the best
way to be sure of recognizing all the
stations is to join the Friday procession
or a guided walk .Preparation in advance

is helpful, too.
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Shabbat Blessing
and Rituals:

As the sun begins to set on
Friday evening, the Jewish tradi-
tion calls for Jews around the
world to gather in their homes
and synagogues to kindle the
“Shabbat” (Sabbath) lights. In a
moment of mysterious transi-
tion, the worries and responsibil-
ities of the week fade away, and
the joy of a day of peace and rest
begins. Traditionally, the wom-
an lights the candles and says the
“brakha” (blessing), surrounded
by her family, who all say,
“amen” to the ancient formula,
“Blessed are You, Source of
Life, who has drawn us close to
You in holiness through Your
commandments, and command-
ed us to kindle the flames of
Shabbat.”

There are at least two

candles lit, but some people have
the custom of lighting a candle
for each person in the family, or
for each person present that eve-
ning, so that everyone is repre-
sented by a glowing flame
throughout the night. Following
the candlelighting, the Bride of

Shabbat is welcomed, either

through singing songs like Shabbat Sha-
lom and L’kha Dodi (Come My Be-
loved) or by saying the evening prayer
service, called Ma’ariv, in the home or
synagogue. Then family and friends
gather around the Sabbath table for

dinner.

The table is set with a white or
festive cloth, fresh flowers, and your fa-
vorite dinnerware. There are many ritu-
als that take place before the first taste
of challah (a special, braided bread used
on the Sabbath). The beautiful hymn,
“Shalom Aleichem,” (Peace Be Upon
You), is sung to welcome the Sabbath
angels into the home. Some people have

a new custom of passing Angel Cards

e .~
(available in New Age book-
stores) around the table so that
each person can draw the angels
who accompany him or her for
that Shabbat. These angels are
described in qualities like Love,
Trust, Balance, Creativity, Sur-
render, etc. Then we bless the
angels in our lives, our children.
Blessing is a major theme for
Shabbat, because when we take

time to appreciate life, we open

the gates of love and blessing.

The parents place their
hands on the head of the child,
remembering the preciousness
of each soul in their care. The
boys are blessed with the words
that Jacob gave to the sons of his
beloved son, Joseph, “May the
Holy One make you like Efraim
and Menasheh,” while the girls

are blessed with the names of the



four matriarchs, “May the Holy
One make you like Sarah,
Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah.”
These blessings are followed by
the priestly blessing, “May God
bless and keep you. May the
radiance of God’s Presence lift
you and be gracious to you. May
the radiance of God’s Presence
shine upon you and bless you
with peace.” Personal blessings
can also be whispered to each
child, creating a very special
moment between parent and
child. Since not everyone has a
child, but everyone likes and
deserves to be blessed, the adults
can bless the ever-present child
in each other, and the children

might even have a blessing for

their parents and friends.

The meal begins with
Kiddush, the blessing over a cup
of wine or grape juice. The fruit
of the grape vine is a symbol of
abundance and rejoicing. The
introductory part of the kiddush
recalls the six days of creation
which culminated in a seventh
day of rest for the Creator and
for all of creation. Then the
prayer over the wine is recited,
“Blessed are You, Source of

Life, who creates the fruit of the

vine.” This is followed by a description
of the exodus from Egypt and the impor-

tance of a day of rest as an expression of

our true freedom.

Then it is time to wash the hands
in a ceremonial act that recalls the priest-
hood of the Holy Temple. With a unique
two handled washing cup,we pour water
on each hand three times, lift our hands
and say the following brakha (blessing),
“Blessed are You, Source of Life, who
has drawn us close to You in holiness
through Y our commandments, and com-
manded us to raise up the hands.” After
drying the hands, it is customary to
return in silence to the table, which has
now assumed the status of an altar.
Everyone waits quietly or hums a
“nigun,” a wordless melody, together
until the bread is shared. This is a play-
ful and simple way to teach children and

adults to focus their attention on a ritual

and to perform it with awareness.

Shabbat shalom means
“Peace be on you this day of
rest.” Normally they only say
“Shalom” but from the Friday

evening until Saturday evening

they greet each other with these
words “Shabbat Shalom”; which
means ‘“Peace Shabbat” or as
“Peace on Shabbat.”
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The Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth

is a modern Catholic church built over the remains of Byzantine and Crusader churches. It incorpo-
rates the cave in which the Virgin Mary received the news from Gabriel that she would give birth to Jesus.
The site has been a pilgrimage destination since earliest times and remains an important stop for Holy Land
pilgrims today.

The Franciscan church was demolished in 1955 for the construction of the present church, which was
built over the Crusader and Byzantine foundations. It was consecrated in 1969. Today, the Basilica of the
Annunciation is the parish church for 7,000 Catholic Christians in Nazareth and the focal point of Catholic
and Protestant pilgrimages.

The modern Church of the Annunciation is topped with a uniquely-shaped concrete dome 55 meters
high. Its shape is based on the Madonna lily, a symbol of the Virgin Mary. Inside, the basilica consists of an

upper church and a lower church. The vast upper church is decorated with mosaics of the Virgin donated by

communities from around the world. $aWWBYMVOUNTZAMUAzBoNTUITIMIINY QoL Feegusnmlndanu
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The Jordan River runs through the land and history of the Bible,
giving its waters a spiritual significance that sets it aside from other
rivers.The Jordan is significant for Jews because the tribes of Israel
under Joshua crossed the river on dry ground to enter the Promised
Land after years of wandering in the desert. It is significant for Chris-
tians because John the Baptist baptised Jesus in the waters of the Jor-
dan.The prophets Elijah and Elisha also crossed the river dry-shod; and
the Syrian general Naaman was healed of leprosy after washing in the

Jordan at Elisha’s direction.
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1ioveTusw (Hebron):

Hebron, located in the Judean hills south of Jerusalem, is the site of the oldest Jewish community in the
world, dating back to Biblical times. Today, Hebron is home to some 250,000 Palestinians and approximately
700 Jews. An additional 6,000 Jews live in the adjacent community of Kiryat Arba. Hebron is mentioned 87
times in the Bible, and is the world’s oldest Jewish community. Joshua assigned Hebron to Caleb from the tribe
of Judah (Joshua 14:13-14), who subsequently led his tribe in conquering the city and its environs (Judges 1:1-
20). As Joshua 14:15 notes, “the former name of Hebron was Kiryat Arba...” Following the death of King Saul,
God instructed David to go to Hebron, where he was anointed King of Judah (II Samuel 2:1-4). A little more

than 7.5 years later, David was anointed King over all Israel, in Hebron (I Samuel 5:1-3).

The Dan River

(Hebrew: dan, Arabic: leddan) is a tributary of the Jordan River.[1] The sources of the river are multi-
ple springs emerging from Tel Dan along underground fault lines.[2] The river is so named after the Israelite
city of Dan, which was captured by the Tribe of Dan during the Judges period.[3] The tribe of Dan conquered
the city, then named Laish and then occupied by Canaanites. Although the Dan River itself is only about 20 km
(12 miles) long, its flow provides up to 238 million cubic meters of water annually to the Hulah Valley. In 1966,
this was a cause of dispute between Israeli water planners and conservationists, with the later prevailing after
three years of court appeals and adjudication. The result was a conservation project of about 120 acres (0.49

km?2) at the source of the river called the Tel Dan Nature Reserve.
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Capernaum was a fishing village established during the time of the Hasmoneans, located on the northern
shore of the Sea of Galilee.It had a population of about 1,500. Archaeological excavations have revealed two
ancient synagogues built one over the other. A house turned into a church by the Byzantines is said to be the

home of Saint Peter.

The town is cited in all four gospels (Matthew 4:13, 8:5, 11:23, 17:24, Mark 1:21, 2:1, 9:33, Luke 4:23,
31,7:1,10:15, John 2:12, 4:46, 6:17, 24,59) where it was reported to have been near the hometown of the apos-

tlesSimon Peter, Andrew, James and John, as well as the tax collector Matthew. One Sabbath, Jesus taught in

the synagogue in Capernaum and healed a man who was possessed by an unclean spirit(Luke 4:31-36 and
Mark 1:21-28). This story is notable for being the only one common between the gospels of Mark and Luke,
but not contained in the Gospel of Matthew (see Synoptic Gospels for more literary comparison between the
gospels). Afterwards, he healed Simon Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever (Luke 4:38-39). According to Luke
7:1-10, it is also the place where Jesushealed the servant of a ~ Roman centurion who had asked for his help.
Capernaum is also mentioned in Matthew 9:1-Mark 2:1-12, and Luke 5:17-26as the location of the famous

healing of the paralyticlowered through the roof to reach Jesus.
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Tabgha (Arabic: al-Tabigha; Hebrew:

Ein Sheva which means “spring of
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The Mount Beatitude is a hill
in northern Israel where Jesus is
believed to have delivered the seven”) is an area situated on the

north-western shore of the Sea of

Sermon on the Mount.

(3IN37 5:1-12)

Galilee in Israel. It is traditionally

accepted as the place of the miracle of

the multiplication of the loaves and
fishes. (Mark 6:30-46)

Church of the Prima-
cy of St. Peter

North of the Church of the
Multiplication, was built on
rocks at the shore of the Sea of
Galilee, traditionally considered
to be the place where Jesus ap-
peared the fourth time after his
resurrection (Jn.21:1-24) during
which, according to Catholic

teaching, Jesus again conferred

primacy on Simon Peter.
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“The Sea of Galilee Boat” is

historically important to Jews as

an example of the type of boat
used by their ancestors in the 1st
century for both fishing and
transportation across the lake.
Previously only references made
by Roman authors, the Bible and
mosaics had provided archeolo-
gists insight into the construc-
tion of these types of vessels.[3]
The boat is also important to
Christians because this was the
sort of boat used by Jesus and
his disciples, several of whom
were fishermen.[4] Boats such
as this played a large role in
Jesus’ life and ministry, and are
mentioned 50 times in the
Gospels.
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1.The synagogue in Magdala is currently the oldest excavated
in Galilee and one of seven from the first century in all of Israel. A
coin minted in Tiberias in 29 CE was found inside the synagogue, &
proving that the synagogue was from the first century and the time of
Christ’s ministry. Since the Bible tells us that Jesus taught throughout
the Galilee, it is certain that he taught and frequented this very spot.
The synagogue is well preserved and included an entrance |3
hall that also served as a study room (Bet Midrash), and a chamber
for storing the Torah scrolls.
2 .Mary was called ‘apostle of the apostles” All four Gospels
refer to a close follower of Jesus called Mary Magdalene. Luke says
she had been cured of “seven demons” and he lists her first among the

women who accompanied Jesus and supported his ministryL7 from

their own resources (8:2-3).
After Jesus died she was one of the women who took spices for anointing to the tomb. They found the
tomb empty, but “two men in dazzling clothes” gave them the news that Jesus had risen. (Luke 24:1-12)
Later Jesus appeared to Mary. At first she thought he was the gardener, but she recognised him when he spoke
her name. Then she announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”. (John 20:1-18)
By the 3rd century, Mary Magdalene was described by the theologian Hippolytus of Rome as the
“apostle of the apostles”.
3. In 2014 the Legion opened a new church on the site, simple in design but also rich in mosaics and
murals, focusing especially on women in the Bible. It is named Duc in Altum (Latin for “Put out into the deep”
from Christ’s words in Luke 5:4). The altar is in the

M shape of a first-century boat, standing in front of an

infinity pool leading the eye to the lake beyond.
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A time for silent
reflection and sharing
The end of Ecce Homo
Biblical formation

course
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